
KANAWHA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

COMMISSION MEETING 

May 20, 2026 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Kanawha County Parks and Recreation Commission was held 

on Wednesday, May 20, 2026, at Coonskin Park in the Hearth Room. This is the monthly 

meeting of the Kanawha County Parks and Recreation Commission and President 

Koepsel called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: 

Steve Koepsel, Tyler Ohrn, Anthony Woods, Dave Pope, Cresent Gallagher, LeFlore 

Lucas, Mat Currey, Allen Tackett 

ABSENT: Carrie Smith, Joe Stevens, Andrew Jordon, 

OTHERS  

Jeff Hutchinson, Director  

Brad Maschari, Chief Amburgey, Cliff Wheeler, Sarah Menefee, Jerry Stutler             

Chuck Bailey, Beth Campbell, Terry Echols, William Cable, James  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Ohrn made a motion to approve the minutes from April 2026.  

Commissioner Woods seconded the motion. All were in favor.   

 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

Commissioner Ohrn reported that we hired/added 11 new part-time employees and that 

brings us to 32 part-time employees. We are still looking for a few more. Commissioner 

Ohrn reported that the Personnel Committee just met and authorized raises for full and 

part-time employees.   

 

LONG RANGE PLANNING 

No report 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Sarah reported that as of the end of April, the check register had $502,125.37 in the 

checking account. The deferred revenue, Pioneer Park, raises, retirement, sales tax, P-

Card, Cart Lease PEIA, insurance, and monthly golf fertilizer leaves us with 

$238,210.81.  Our accounts payable as of April 30, 2026, was $204,024.61.  Our year-to-

date principle on our cart lease was $58,909.65.  From July-April we had income of 

2,292,836 with a gross profit of $2,245,425.  The total expenses were $2,004,673 leaving 

us with a net ordinary income of $240,751.  Adding back non-reoccurring contributions 

and insurances and that leaves net income of $314,485.  The in-house statement is the 

exact same with the balance sheet items with the cart sheet payment and fixed assets, 

totals $228,763.  Adding that to the current expenses and the total expenses were 

$2,233,436.  Leaving a net income of $11,988.       

 



GOLF COMMITTEE 

Commissioner Tackett reported that the Short Course in April 2025 had 835 rounds and 

in April 2026 had 1,111. The Short Course made $12,370 in April 2025 and in April 

2026 made $16,657. Big Bend had 1,793 rounds in April 2025 and April 2026 had 2,778 

rounds. Last year we made $28,268 in April and this April we made $43,805. Year to 

date Coonskin had 7,634 rounds for $112,946 and at Big Bend we had 15,020 rounds for 

$271,425. Commissioner Tackett said that he and Commissioner Jordon went to Big 

Bend and looked around the course and met the new superintendent. The greens look 

great and we are waiting on the weather for the Bermuda grass to take on the fairways.   

 

Commissioner Tackett added that we have been talking about the 1st Tee at the driving 

range and how it is growing. The WVGA wants to extend their footprint at the range and 

make an area on the upper part of the range just for the 1st Tee program. The WVGA is 

going to put money into it and make a lot of improvements. We will need our attorney to 

amend the lease agreement, allowing them to have the property they need for the 1st Tee 

program. Commissioner Tackett made a motion to do the amendment to the contract with 

the WVGA, and 1st Tee for them to do that. Commissioner Ohrn seconded the motion, 

and all were in favor. Commissioner Pope explained what the WVGA plans on doing at 

the range and said they have a donor and are excited for the next step.                    

  

MARKETING COMMITTEE 

Commissioner Lucas had nothing to report. Commissioner Gallagher added that he sees 

what has been posted online and it looks good, and he encourages us to get the stuff out 

that we need to do to promote the park.   

 

PUBLIC SAFTEY   

Chief Amburgy reported we started selling some vehicles on GovDeals and sold two for 

$2,500 and have six more to sell. In March we had a break-in at East Bank pools pump 

house and they stole some wiring, and did some damage. Our guys fixed it and it is up 

and running. Chief Amburgy found out yesterday that someone broke in again and did a 

lot of damage but did not take anything. The last thing is that our guys will start to patrol 

the Big Bend and Meadowood areas as it gets busier this time of year.    

 

DIRECTORS REPORT 

Jeff reported that we need to decide what we want to do with the Hoppy’s Train and the 

pricing. He has been getting calls about it. Commissioner Pope asked what was fair and 

Jeff said he doesn’t think it’s a matter of what is fair, but a matter of how long it’s going 

to last. They don’t make a lot of parts for the engine as it is so old. We have to be careful 

when we rent it and where it goes. We also have two employees that we have to run it, 

and when they run it, they have to take time off from doing other things. We are short-

staffed and that puts us behind. He said they did the numbers and came up with $2,000 to 

rent it. The train was meant to be used in the park for events and some parades and not 

mass use. We had issues at Christmas with it blowing a head gasket every time we used 

it. Last year we charged $750 and people want to use it all the time. It’s classified as an 

amusement ride so only certain people can run it. Commissioner Ohrn made a motion to 



increase the rental of the train to $2,000. Commissioner Gallagher opposed and all others 

were in favor and the motion passed.  

 

Next, Jeff said that Coonskin Pool was up and running and the YMCA is ready to take it 

over. He said we will start to get the pool at Pioneer Park ready next week. Jeff passed 

around pictures of what is running underneath the tennis courts. President Koepsel asked 

that we get a company to get a pricing on repair. Then we turn that into the tennis clubs 

and the county, to say here is what it’s going to cost. There is a culvert that runs 

underneath the courts.  It will cost mass amounts of money to fix that, or we will have to 

figure out another plan. Commissioner Tackett mentioned we already did a study of 

moving the courts from ZMM Architects.  Would it be more cost efficient to move the  

courts than replace in the current location.  Jeff said that he met with the DEP and in the 

park, we have some exposed clay and coal mines that have been in here since the 30’s. 

The clay mines have black damp in it which is very dangerous. We need to sign that and 

run through the channels, and they will come in and seal them. Jeff had one more thing 

and he announced that he will be retiring at the end of the year. He said he had 23 years 

in and it was time to do something different.                     

 

LEGAL REPORT 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Commissioner Pope made a motion to adjourn.  

President Koepsel called the meeting adjourned 2:33 p.m. 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, June 17, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted: Jeffrey K. Hutchinson, Director 
 


