
KANAWHA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

COMMISSION MEETING 

February 18, 2026 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Kanawha County Parks and Recreation Commission was held 

on Wednesday, February 18, 2026, at Coonskin Park in the Oak Room. This is the 

monthly meeting of the Kanawha County Parks and Recreation Commission and 

President Koepsel called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: 

Steve Koepsel, Allen Tackett, Tyler Ohrn, Andrew Jordon, Joe Stevens, Anthony Woods 

Dave Pope   

ABSENT: Carrie Smith, Cresent Gallagher, Matt Currey, LeFlore Lucas 

OTHERS  

Leslie Koepsel 

Jeff Hutchinson, Director  

Brad Maschari, Sarah Menefee, Chief Amburgey, Cliff Wheeler             

Margret Zaliski, Beth Campbell 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Ohrn made a motion to approve the minutes from January and 

Commissioner Stevens seconded the motion. All were in favor.   

 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

Commissioner Ohrn reported that the superintendent at Big Bend resigned and we 

interviewed someone last Friday and are waiting to hear back. There is another interview 

tomorrow. Seasonal employees will start to come back in March and April depending on 

weather.   

 

LONG RANGE PLANNING 

General Tackett reported that the roof project needs to take priority. President Koepsel 

said that there is a Kanawha County Commission meeting tomorrow that he and Jeff will 

attend and that is on the agenda.   

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Sarah reported that she attached a revised financial statement, and in the check register at 

the end of January there was $306,241 in our checking account. Taking out other 

expenses left us with $193,201.  Our accounts payable at the end of January were 

$179,723.  Our year-to-date paid principal on the cart lease is $41,069.  President 

Koepsel said that Sarah had submitted the budget to the County Commission and it is a 

flat line budget. It is the same as last year but includes the increase of raises and related 

payroll, which is an additional $63,000 from last year. President Koepsel asked to have 

the budget ready by January’s meeting, so all the board members have time to look at it.       

 



GOLF COMMITTEE 

Commissioner Tackett reported that the committee met earlier and discussed the First Tee 

project at the driving range in conjunction with the WVGA. We will come up with a 

motion for the board at the next meeting to try and come up with an agreement with the 

park, the WVGA, and the First Tee to be able to fix the areas up at the range for the First 

Tee program. The WVGA has the money to do that. The Short Course at Coonskin had 

65 rounds this January and last January had 8 rounds. In January 2026 we made $858.00 

and in 2025 we made $125.00. Year to date the Short Course had 5,562 rounds for a total 

of $82,161. Big Bend had 202 rounds this January and last January had 0. Year to date at 

Big Bend we had 10,892 rounds for a total of $205,333.  

 

Jeff added that we had a meeting with Genisis Construction about moving forward with 

putting a cover over the hitting area at the driving range. It will cover 100 feet in the 

middle of the range, and they will start next week. The funding for this is coming from 

the Coonskin Park Foundation and not from any general funds.   

  

MARKETTING COMMITTEE 

No report 

 

PUBLIC SAFTEY   

Chief Amburgy reported that with the nicer weather that the park activity is picking up.  

He also reported that last week we arrested two individuals that came through the park 

that were wanted. His girlfriend was with him and she was also wanted. We had to arrest 

two people out of the park.      

 

DIRECTORS REPORT 

Jeff reported that the winter projects are ongoing and he read off a list of projects that we 

have been doing this winter. President Koepsel gave a report on some Clubhouse 

upgrades. He said that the new chairs are in and down at maintenance on pallets. They 

came in during a snowstorm and are still down there. He said that the Oak Room was 

rented 52 times last year and the Hearth Room was rented 65 times. We are also going to 

put some type of plank flooring in the Hearth Room as well as the chairs. In order to 

afford the Clubhouse upgrades we will have to have a return on investment. There will be 

a distinct difference between the Oak Room and Hearth Room. He said he came in last 

Saturday because of a wedding and they like to dance and there is no place to dance.  

Now the whole thing will have plank flooring and plenty of room to dance. We are also 

looking for a cover for the food service line at the back of the room because it does not 

look good. We had an electrician come in and look at lighting the room more as well.  

President Koepsel asked the board for suggestions for what the difference is between the 

Hearth Room and Oak Room when the project is finished, and what the mark up on the 

Hearth Room should be. The rooms are now $600 to rent and with your return on 

investment we can mark up the other room however much you want and it will take some 

time to get to your return. We don’t want to mark it up too high and lose business, but we 

will have a much nicer room. All current booking prices will not change. President 

Koepsel asked for any suggestions for the Hearth Room.  



President Koepsel reported that he had a Disc Golf Tournament this past weekend. He 

wanted to thank the board and everyone here for what they do. It was supposed to be the 

weekend before but due to weather we had to move it. He said that we don’t take any 

money, and we raised all the money, and everything was donated. We raised $1,800 to 

feed the kids at Alum Creek Elementary. We were able to feed 10 of the 32 kids with this 

event.               

 

LEGAL REPORT 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Written notes available upon request.   

  

ADJOURNMENT 

Commissioner Pope made a motion to adjourn.  

President Koepsel called the meeting adjourned 2:20 p.m. 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, March 18th, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted: Jeffrey K. Hutchinson, Director 
 


