
KANAWHA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

COMMISSION MEETING 

July 16, 2025 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Kanawha County Parks and Recreation Commission was held 

on Wednesday, July 16, 2025, at Coonskin Park in the Oak Room. This is the monthly 

meeting of the Kanawha County Parks and Recreation Commission and President 

Koepsel called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: 

Steve Koepsel, Allen Tackett, Tyler Ohrn, Karen Haddad, Joe Stevens, Crescent 

Gallagher (phone), Matthew Currey, LeFlore Lucas  

ABSENT: Dave Pope, Carrie Smith, Andrew Jordon, 

OTHERS  

Jeff Hutchinson, Director 

Leslie Koepsel  

Brad Maschari, Cliff Wheeler, Chief Amburgey           

Jeanne Chandler 

Jordan Herrick (phone) 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Haddad made a motion to approve the minutes from June and 

Commissioner Ohrn seconded the motion. All were in favor.   

 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

Jeff reported that we lost an employee on maintenance and will be losing more with 

school starting in a couple of weeks.     

 

LONG RANGE PLANNING 

Commissioner Haddad reported that we are a few days away from checking off our #1 

item on Long-Range Planning list and the #1 thing is getting the new playgrounds 

installed. Meadowood’s playground is installed and had a groundbreaking ceremony, and 

by next meeting Coonskins playground should be installed. Then we will be on to bigger 

and better things.     

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

The financials were differed to next month.                

 

GOLF COMMITTEE 

Cliff reported that rounds of golf in June of this year at the Short Course were 1,200 

rounds and last year we did 1,100 rounds. We are at 8,600 rounds for the year at the Short 

Course. Big Bend did 2,200 rounds this June and last June did 3,000 last year. Year to 

date at Big Bend had 20,000 rounds. Cliff said that today we had the WVGA at Big Bend 

for their Senior Series Event with 90 players. As far as Big Bend goes, Cliff said he was 



out there the other day and it’s in pretty good shape for the weather that we’ve been 

having and the help that we have. The 20,000 rounds for the year is about average and 

Cliff said that it’s cart path only, which kills business. A majority of the players are 

seniors, and they don’t want to walk to their golf ball, but we can’t do anything about the 

weather. Jeff added we will be hosting the WV Drive, Chip, and Putt and that’s what you 

see right before the Masters. Kids will qualify at the Short Course tomorrow morning.  

We got the course prepped for this event. There will be around 50-90 kids participating.  

Jeff said that we are in the 1st session of the PGA Hope for Vets, and we have three 

veterans.             

 

MARKETTING COMMITTEE 

Commissioner Gallagher reported that he didn’t have a lot. He said that there are new 

members on the committee, and he needs their contact information. He said that our 

contractor is pushing out content and getting some engagement. He encourages everyone 

to share that content and that’s the only way our social media is going to get better, and if 

board members or staff have any ideas, then get them to our contractor or our Marketing 

Committee. Our contractor is doing a good job getting information out and did good for 

the 75th Anniversary. Commissioner Gallagher said that the website needs updated, and it 

still says Coonskin is an 18-hole course when we only have 9 holes. We have Facebook 

and Instagram and that’s our targeting effort for marketing right now, and we need to 

look at the website at some point. Commissioner Stevens and Lucas will help 

Commissioner Gallagher on the Marking Committee.        

 

PUBLIC SAFTEY   

Chief Amburgey reported that Nitro PD donated a 3rd cruiser to us and it’s a 2017 Ford 

Explorer with 87,000 miles just like the other two they donated. They left radios, lights, 

and gun racks so all we have to do is pull the striping and put ours on there. So far, they 

donated about $75,000 worth of equipment in the last year. He added that now for the 

first time here, he can feel safe with his fleet of vehicles.          

 

DIRECTORS REPORT 

Jeff reported that the first playground has been installed, and we did a ribbon cutting at 

Meadowood and opened along with the dedication of the Governors Mountaineer Mile.  

They were supposed to start work at Coonskin tomorrow on the playground, but the 

contractor had to get paid for some other jobs first, while we were waiting on some parts.  

Jeff said this project will go fast because they don’t have to haul material. Once that is 

done then we move to East Bank. Once construction starts, we will close the other 

playground down. Jeff reported that the pools have been pretty good, and we haven’t had 

any major problems with patrons or equipment. We have had some air conditioning 

issues and Casto has been here working, as the Hearth Room is without air conditioning.  

That should be up and running by the end of the day today if they don’t find anything else 

wrong. At East Bank we are still waiting on the guy to finish the fence around the 

perimeter from the pool side to East Bank maintenance area. President Koepsel said that 

the playground is in the middle of the fairway for a disc golf hole at Coonskin. We hosted 

a tournament this past weekend and it went very well and got good feedback. It will be a 

bigger tournament next year and the only feedback was the playground. Chief is helping 



out and reached out to AEP for four telephone poles. Essentially what will happen is the 

same with the golf course with netting and poles, so there is no way that discs can enter 

where the kids are.   

 

Commissioner Haddad asked about a committee assignment with the new changes.  

President Keopsel said that Mat Currey will be on Finance Committee with Tyler Ohrn.  

The Golf Committee has General Tackett as chair with Dave Pope, Andrew Jordon, and 

Tyler Ohrn. The Personnel Committee will be Tyler Ohrn, and we need some more help 

there, and Mat Currey would be a great help. Long Range Planning is Karen Haddad and 

General Tackett has agreed to help there. Finally the Marketing Committee is Crescent 

Gallagher, Leflore Lucas, and Joe Stevens, and he said he would reach out to Carrie 

Smith.                   

 

LEGAL REPORT 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Written notes available upon request.   

  

ADJOURNMENT 

Commissioner Haddad made a motion to adjourn.  

President Tackett called the meeting adjourned 2:22 p.m. 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, August 20, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted: Jeffrey K. Hutchinson, Director 
 


